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KING JAMES HIS LETTER TO HIS TRUSTY AND WELL-BELOVED THOMAS COVENTRY, OUR ATTORNEY GENERAL.
Trusty and Well-beloved, we greet you well: Whereas our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, the Viscount of St. Alban, upon a sentence given in the Upper House of Parliament full three years since, and more, hath endured loss of his place, imprisonment and confinement also for a great time, which may suffice for the satisfaction of justice, and example to others : We being always .graciously inclined to temper mercy with justice, and calling to mind his former good services, and how well and profitably he hath spent his time since his troubles, are pleased to remove from him that blot of ignominy which yet remaineth upon him, of incapacity and disablement; and to remit to him all penalties whatsoever inflicted by that sentence. Having therefore formerly pardoned his fine, and released his confinement, these are to will and require you to prepare for our signature a bill containing a pardon in due form of law of the whole sentence; for which this shall be your sufficient warrant.
In December of this year Bacon published two very small volumes, both composed for .occupation in a fit of sickness, and both well chosen for the purpose, though of little importance: namely, his collection of "Apophthegms, new and old," in which he amused himself with dictating from memory as many memorable sayings as he eoul$. recollect, aiwi Ms "translation of certain Psalms/' in which lie turned sir or seven of the Psalms of David into English verse^-r- almost his first attempt in the art. Fitter exercises could not have been chosen:when work of some kind was wanted, and all excitement or strain of mind was to be avoided ; nor is there anything in the ex-d. Look therefore down, dear Sovereign, upon me also in    It is probably true that if he had come better recommended to us, we should have received him  more graciously.    But however that may. be, the apprehension of  parting from the countrymen
